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b Testtmony to the Mlchlgan State Senate Educatlon

- Ana Rlvera -

__ My name Is Ana Rlvera I am a parent of two boys Damra' 14 and_Omar 9‘a d:

- and no parent volce and no one to held accountab!e My schools was authorlzed by
_Ferns State. How can a schoo! S0 far away understand ouf communlty and hold our
_ management company accountable? P S S

o _-Shde 25; Whlch [eads me to descrlbe the state of the schools in my commumty wrth two .

- words: ERRAT!C AND UNPREDICTr!\BLE| ThIS is the same sllde the mayor referenced
' 3'about Southwest Detrmt last week

o _Parents or the communlty dld not have a say in the openmg or. closmg of these 12
* schogls. In 2012 communlty trled to change that by workmg with nghthouse

T Management Company to create an arts mfused school

Thls is school my younger son attends You would thll‘lk f iearned my Iesson but |t was a
~ hard decrsron to ple between. crumblmg DPS bur!dmgs or underperformmg charters My_ N
hopes were up for thrs schooll B . _

o But very s:mrlar 0. the 5Em’s we’ ve had in !ess than 5 yrs nghthouse has a'similar track.
“record! We have had 3 prrncupals in three years (the school has been open for three
"years) and teacher turnover-is hlgh Teachers Ieavrng the schools hurts the morale :

L -enough that student achlevement dechnes ‘As concerned parents who can we ho[d

' -_accountable rfthe mgmt company is Iocated in Florrda and our authonzer GVSU 153 B
“hours awayl ' : Lo _ _ _ _

s I am not convmced we simply. need more chorces m publ!c educatron We do need _
‘great pubirc schoots in‘every. communlty We shou!d be happy to send our, chlldren toa

| * school that meet. the needs of local families, We, don t realty have any. chorce at alf if our )

~local publlc schoo! isnota hzgh quallty optlon Choice alone does not guarantee quairty E
- and it has not solved the iarger problems fac:ng publ:c education because they are
: .‘Ioosely regulated charter schools are often nerther accountable nor transparent




_gPiease do what is necessary for my chsldren' Otherwnse 1 W[H lose: all hope and be one e
“more person takmg my klds out of the C|ty| R : : : '

e . Today, 1 am askmg you to support the fo!lowmg

.'Pay DPS debt




